First Look


April 2022 • Week 2

We Go Together

Small Group • Pre-K • Starter


APRIL 10, 2022
GIGGLE GARDEN
Today’s Bible Story: We celebrate our friend, Jesus.
Palm Sunday • Matthew 21:1-11, 15-16
Memory Verse: “I am with you always.” Matthew 28:20, NIV
Key Question: Who wants to be your friend forever?
Bottom Line: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Celebration Dance Party
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn
What You Need: Music player; this month’s music, “We Are Friends;” small paper cups; and confetti or pom poms
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Cue this month’s music to play on a loop. Fill cups with confetti or pom poms.
During the Activity: Give each child a cup as they enter the room and have them dance to the music. Count to three and throw the confetti. Collect and repeat as many times as desired.
After the Activity: Talk about how we’ll hear a story about a big celebration.
What You Say: 

Before the Activity: “Hello, friends! Take a cup and dance on into the room.”
During the Activity: “Hold on to your cup and dance! (Pause.) I’ll count down from three, and when I get to one, I want you to throw your [confetti/pom poms]! Three, two, one! (Pause.) Woo-hoo! What a celebration! Pick up your confetti and let’s dance some more. (Pause.) Three, two, one! (Pause.) Awesome! (Repeat as many times as desired.) Sit where you are in the celebration confetti.”
After the Activity: “Today in our Bible story, we’ll hear about a big celebration.” 
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by marching and counting to three then jumping. Repeat until you get to your story area. 
WORSHIP DVD AT LEAST 2 SONGS
STORY & SNACK

What You Need: Bible, Optional Story Images
LEADER: “Hello, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. I’m [your name], and I’m here to tell you a true story from the Bible.
Pick up the Bible for the children to see then lay it open on the table. 

“It’s a story about a special day called Palm Sunday. Our story begins in a city called Jerusalem. Say ‘Jerusalem’ with me.”
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Jerusalem.”
LEADER: “Yes! Jerusalem! There were a lot of people walking around Jerusalem when someone said (cup hands around your mouth), ‘Jesus is coming! Jesus is coming!’

(Option: Display Story Image W2 01)
“The people were so excited because they had heard that Jesus was a good friend and had done amazing things. Like one time, Jesus made a storm stop by just saying, ‘Stop!’ 

Hold palm out in a “stop” motion.

“Hold your hand out like this and say, ‘Stop.’”
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Stop!”
LEADER: “The people also heard that Jesus had made lots and lots of sick people better and that He could feed THOUSANDS of people with only a little bit of food. Wow! Jesus can do SO many amazing things, and He really is a very special friend. Soooo if Jesus was coming, the people knew they needed to do something special to celebrate Him.

“Some of the people grabbed palm tree branches to wave in the air, kind of like a foam finger. 

(Option: Display Story Image W2 02)
“Other people used their coats to make a special road for Jesus to ride on.
“And then . . . THEY SAW HIM! They saw Jesus! The people waved their palm branches in the air. Wave your hand like this and pretend it’s a palm branch.
(Option: Display Story Image W2 03)
Wave your hand in the air. 

“Keep waving your palm branches in the air. Good job, everyone! While the people waved their palm branches, they shouted, ‘Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!’ Say that with me while you wave your pretend palm branches!”
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus! Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!”
LEADER: “Again!”
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus! Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!”
LEADER: “The people celebrated Jesus because they knew He was special. And the best part is that WE can celebrate Jesus, too! Let’s cheer for Jesus one more time.”
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus! Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!”
LEADER: “That was great! You can put your hands in your lap now.

“Jesus is such a special friend! And He wants to be YOUR friend forever. Who wants to be your friend forever?”
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus wants to be my friend forever!”
LEADER: “Louder! Who wants to be your friend forever?”
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus wants to be my friend forever!”
LEADER: “Yay! [Bottom Line] Jesus wants to be my friend forever! And that is the story of Palm Sunday, friends. Let’s close our eyes now and talk to God together.”
PRAYER

LEADER: “Dear God, Thank You for sending Jesus to be our friend forever. Help us celebrate Jesus every day by cheering for Him and by loving people the way He loves us. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
1) Make a Path
Talk about God | Bible Story Review 

Made to Play: An activity that encourages preschoolers to follow guidelines while having fun and learning new concepts

What You Need: “Folding Donkey” Activity Page, cardstock, scissors, green tissue paper; and fabric scraps
What You Do:
Before the Activity: Copy “Folding Donkey” on cardstock and cut and fold; one per activity. Cut tissue into smaller pieces for children to tear. Cut fabric scraps into small pieces for “coats.”
During the Activity: Have children tear the tissue into small pieces and make a path on the table with the tissue paper and the fabric scraps. Act-out the story as the children take turns moving the donkey down the path. Everyone yells, “Hosanna!”
After the Activity: Review the Bible story.
What You Say:

Before the Activity: “Friends, come over and help me act-out today’s story.”
During the Activity: “Can you help me tear the tissue into smaller pieces? (Pause.) Great job! We can use this for the palm branches and these fabric scraps for the coats. In our story, we learned that someone special was coming to town. Do you remember who that special person was? (Pause.) That’s right! Jesus was coming to town! The people of Jerusalem knew that Jesus was very special, so they wanted to do something special for Jesus.
“They covered a path with palm branches and their coats. Let’s make a path down the middle of the table with the branches and coats. (Pause.) Very nice! You worked together to make a special path. Now Jesus didn’t walk in to town. He rode on a donkey. (Put the paper donkey on the table.) Take turns walking the donkey two steps like this. (Demonstrate.) Walk the donkey all the way down the path. As we move the donkey, shout, ‘Hosanna!’ (Pause.) That was amazing! Imagine how exciting it would be to see Jesus riding past you on a path you made for Him!”
After the Activity: “Everyone cheered and celebrated Jesus because they knew He was special. Say it with me one more time. Hosanna, Hosanna, Yay, Jesus! (Repeat.) Jesus is such a special friend! Jesus wants to be your friend forever! Who wants to be your friend forever? [Bottom Line] Jesus wants to be my friend forever.” 
2) Palm Branch Fill-In
Live for God | Application Activity

Made to Create: An activity that allows preschoolers to review the Bible story, Bottom Line, or memory verse by creating a craft 

What You Need: “Palm Branch Fill-In” Activity Page; cardstock; green dot markers; scissors; green smoothie straws; tape; and a marker
Option: Use crayons instead of dot markers if they will be holding paper and not straws. 
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy “Palm Branch Fill-In” on cardstock and cut, one per child. Write child’s name on the back of their paper.
During the Activity: Have children fill in their palm branch with the dot markers then tape a straw to the back. Have children wave their palm branch as you review the Bible story. 
After the Activity: Review the Bible story.
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “Come sit at the table. I have a palm branch craft for us to make. When we are finished with them, we can use them to help us retell our Bible story.”
During the Activity: “Jesus was coming to town, and everyone was so excited! They wanted to do something special for Jesus. They pulled off palm branches to make a path and wave as Jesus passed by. We’ll make a paper palm branch today. Use the dot marker to fill yours in. (Pause.) These look great! Now let me help you add a straw to the back to hold it. (Tape the straw to the back, leaving enough at the end to grasp. Use a lot of tape to secure it.) Everyone, hold up your palm branch and wave them with me. (Pause.) Now wave them and shout, ‘Hosanna, Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!’ (Repeat.) Awesome! Hold on to them, and we’ll retell today’s Bible story with them.”
After the Activity: “One day in the city of Jerusalem, someone special came to town—Jesus! Everyone was so excited. They had heard that Jesus was a good friend and had done amazing things like stopping a storm, making sick people better, and feeding a lot of people with just a little bit of food. They wanted to do something special to celebrate Him. Some people got palm branches. Wave your palm branches. And some people took off their coats and laid them on the ground to make a special path.
“Jesus rode through town on a donkey while people waved their palm branches and shouted ‘Hosanna, Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!’ Wave your branches and say that with me. Hosanna, Hosanna! Yay, Jesus! Again. Hosanna, Hosanna! Yay, Jesus! The people celebrated Jesus because they knew He was special. Jesus is such a special friend. Jesus wants to be your friend forever! Who wants to be your friend forever? [Bottom Line] Jesus wants to be my friend forever.”
3) Journal and Prayer 

Pray to God | Prayer Activity

Made to Reflect: An activity that encourages personal application and prayer

What You Need: Paperclipped “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Matthew 28:20; journal; fun-shaped pen; and red heart stickers

SMALL GROUP LEADER (SGL): “It’s Small Group time! Today, we’ll wave our hands like palm branches and shout ‘Hosanna’ for Jesus! Get your hands ready and follow me! (Wave your hands in the air and say, “Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!” as you lead the children to your Small Group spot.) 
“One more time! Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus! (Clap for a few seconds.) Now let’s sit down so we can talk about today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me! (Open the Bible and lay it in front of the children.)
“The people in our Bible story did what we just did when they heard Jesus was coming. They spread their coats on the road, waved palm branches in the air, and shouted ‘Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!’ They were SO excited to see Jesus because they had heard all of the amazing things Jesus had done. He wanted to be everyone’s friend. It’s true! Jesus wants to be everyone’s friend forever!

“That’s why, when I ask you ‘Who wants to be your friend forever?’, you say [Bottom Line] ‘Jesus wants to be my friend forever!’ Who wants to be your friend forever?”
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “Jesus wants to be my friend forever!”
SGL: “Again! Who wants to be your friend forever?”
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “Jesus wants to be my friend forever!”
SGL: “He sure does! When Jesus is our friend forever, He can always be with us. And the Bible verse we’re learning will help us remember that Jesus is always with us. It says . . . (Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.) ‘I am with you always,’ Matthew 28:20. (Close Bible and lay it down.)
“Wow! Jesus said that! Let’s stand up and say that together with these motions I’ll teach you. Just say what I say and do what I do.”
CHILDREN and SGL: “‘I am (point up) with you (thumbs to chest) always,’ (spread arms out) Matthew 28:20.” (Open hand like a book.)
(Repeat the verse with motions a few times.)
SGL: “Thank you for saying that with me. It’s so special to know that Jesus is always with us. Now let’s sit down so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to God. (Hold journal and fun-shaped pen.)
“Since today is all about celebrating our friend Jesus, we’ll do something special in our prayer journal to show Jesus we love Him.

“I will write JESUS in our prayer journal like this. (Write JESUS across the page in big letters.) See? (Point to the letters as you say them.) J – E – S – U – S! And now, when I say your name, I will give you a heart sticker to put around Jesus’ name. Listen for your name! (Say each child’s name, give them a heart sticker, and encourage them to put the heart around JESUS in your journal.)
“Look at all of the hearts! What a wonderful way to celebrate our friend, Jesus. Would anyone like to pray and thank God for Jesus before I pray?”
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.)

Prayer

SGL: “Dear God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to be our friend forever. He is so kind and teaches us how to love everyone. And He can do amazing things that only He can do! Jesus is SO worth celebrating! We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.”

4) Puzzles
Put the puzzles together and switch who works with who and have kids work together and switch puzzles when they are finished.
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